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The lateral mass of the ethmoid has the same borders
as those which have already been described as belonging
to the os planum. They are, however, of some thickness,
corresponding to the distance of the turbinated bones
from the os planum; thus they assume the character of
narrow surfaces, and as such may be regarded as the
lateral surfaces of the plane parallelogram, with which
the lateral mass of the ethmoid has been compared.
The lower of these surfaces rests with its outer edge,
where it joins the os planum, upon the upper margin of
the superior maxillary bone, and thus forms the roof of
the air-passage. The further characteristics which this
gives rise to will be described more minutely as we pro-
ceed. On either side of the upper of these narrow sur-
faces are half-broken spaces, a closer acquaintance with
which is important for our thorough investigation of the
cavity of the nose. In order to understand this charac-
teristic we must examine a little more closely that part
of the frontal bone which forms the orbital vaults, and
remark particularly the thickness of the inner wall.
This fact is quite apparent in any skull without dissec-
tion. The surface of the orbital vaults, namely, which
is directed towards the cavity of the cranium is only
separated from that of the other side by the intermediate
cribriform plate; the surface, however, which turns
towards the orbits is divided from that of the other side
by the whole of the space lying between the orbits. If
the frontal bone is removed, we find that the inner part
of the orbital vault consists of two plates, the one of
which joins the os planum of the ethmoid, while the other
is attached to the lateral wall of the cribriform plate.
As, however, the two turbinated bones of the lateral
mass of the ethmoid are connected with the same wall of
the cribriform plate, it appears that each half of the